
Seed Week: Adult Study 
Written by K. Clyde at www.notatheologian.blog 

Day 1: Mark 4:1-2 
1. Outline the events of Mark 1:1-3:35. What are the major events and themes that you see?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Before this point, have we heard Jesus do much actual teaching in Mark?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

3. What was Jesus declaring had come near? (Mark 1:15) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

4. How had people reacted to him so far?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Had they all seen him do the same things or different things?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Why were they reacting differently?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

7. Why did Jesus get on the boat to teach? (Mark 4:1, Mark 3:9-10) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

8. How did Jesus teach? (Mark 4:2) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

9. What is a parable? (Dictionary Definition) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

10. What parables of Jesus do you already know? OR which parable of Jesus has affected your life the most? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

11. Is there a parable of Jesus that you understood one way and then later understood a different layer of?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Add your own questions and answers: 

1. 

2. 

Extension Questions: 

1. Dig into the purpose of Parables with the video “Parables of Jesus” by the Bible Project on YouTube.   



Day 2: Mark 4:3-12 
On the worksheet at the end of this week’s reading, fill in the locations for seeds and the result for Chart 1.  
 
1. How does Jesus start and end his parable? (Mark 4:3 and Mark 4:9) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
2. Why do some in the crowd have ears to hear and some do not? (Psalm 115:4-8, Romans 3:21-25, John 12:37-43) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
o Who does God want to be saved? (Ezekiel 33:11, 1 Timothy 2:3-4, Joel 2:13, Zechariah 1:3)  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Who is with Jesus in verse 10? (Compare multiple translations)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Who are the insiders and the outsiders?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
5. What does it mean to understand the secret of the Kingdom of God? (Mark 4:11, Mark 8:33, John 3:3) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
6. Read Isaiah 6:9-10 that Jesus quotes here. What does he change? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
o Had the scribes and others like them seen Jesus’ miracles and truly seen who he is?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
o Would they hear Jesus’ words and truly hear what he is saying?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Do we need to understand the parables right away or do we grow in understanding? (Matthew 13:10-12) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
o Do the disciples and those listening understand right away? (Mark 4:13) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
8. What does our reaction to Jesus’ parables reveal about our hearts? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
9. Does the end of verse 12 indicate… 

a) That the intention of Jesus is that these people not see or hear and therefore not be forgiven 
b) That the result of these people’s not seeing or hearing is that people will not turn back and be forgiven? 
c) Other?_______________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Does Jesus use parables  
a) To blind people  b.) Because they are blind  c.) Other________________________ 

 

Add your own questions and answers: 

1. 

2. 

Extension Questions: 

1. What is the Kingdom of God? How is it different from the Kingdom of the World?  

2. Read Isaiah 1 (especially verses 11-20) and Isaiah 6 that Jesus references here. Compare with the events preceding 

Mark 4 and the actions of the Pharisees. What had preceded the events of Isaiah 6? What was the promise at the 

end of Isaiah 6?  

3. Consider the Markan sandwich of Mark 4:1-20. What is the center of the sandwich? What does this add to our 

understanding of the Parable of the Sower? How do Jesus’ words in Mark 4:10-12 apply to the parable? How does 

the parable help us to understand what Jesus means in verses 10-12? 

4. Read John 3. Who comes to ask Jesus questions? When? Why that time? How does this relate to Mark 4? 



5. Study John 12:37-43. Read the references in Isaiah 6:10 and Isaiah 53. What does this add to our understanding of 

Mark 4? Why did the people not believe? Did all not believe or some? Why did they choose to not confess? 

Day 3: Mark 4:13-20 
After you read Mark 4:13-20, fill in Chart 1 “Meaning” column and all of Chart 2 

1. What does this parable have to do with understanding all the parables? (Mark 4:10-13) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

2. Who is the sower? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

3. What is the seed?  (Mark 4:14, Isaiah 55:10-11) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

4. What is the soil?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

5. How can we soften our hearts to receive the word of God? (Ezekiel 11:19-20, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Psalm 138:24, 
Psalm 51:10, Hosea 10:12, Psalm 28:7, Hebrews 4:12) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________     

6. How can we grow deep roots to endure when hard times come? (Colossians 2:6-7, Psalm 1, Jeremiah 17:7-8, 
Ephesians 3:17-19) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

7. What tests our own faith and our own roots? (James 1:2-3, Romans 5:3-5, 2 Corinthians 12:10) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

8. What “thorns” might keep you from producing fruit for God’s Kingdom? (John 12:42-43) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Why do these “thorns” keep someone from producing fruit?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Are these external pressures or internal conflicts?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________    

9. What is the crop that the Word produces? (John 15:5) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Is it always the same or does it vary? (Philippians 1:11, Colossians 1:6, Galatians 5:22-23, Matthew 28:19-20) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

o If there is nothing produced, is the soil good? (Mark 4:18-19, James 2:17) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

10. Based on the explanation of this parable, how does this help us to understand Jesus’ words in Mark 4:11-12 better? 
What is the problem with those who do not seek to understand the meaning of the parables?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

Add your own questions and answers: 

1. 

2. 

Extension Questions: 

1. In light of this parable and the thorns keeping the seed from bearing fruit, how should Christians think about 
money? Some verses to start with: Matthew 6:19-34, Luke 12:33-34, Luke 12:15, Luke 21:1-4, Matthew 19:16-30, 
Luke 6:38. There are many more (over 2,000 references to money in the Bible). A great resource on this as an in-
depth study is the book “God and Money” by John Cortines and Gregory Baumer.  

2. Look at the outline you made day 1 and consider the reactions to Jesus. What types of soil do you see? 
3. Consider the story arch of Peter before, during and after Jesus’ crucifixion. What type of soil is he at this moment? 

What type of soil will he be after the resurrection?  

  



Day 4: Mark 4:21-25 
1. What is a lamp meant to do? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
o Is the lamp in these times itself the light or does it display the light?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
2. Who is the light? Who is the Word? (Mark 4:14, John 1:1-14) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
3. What is the job of those who hear and understand?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
4. Jesus speaks of something being hidden. What is he referring to? (Mark 4:11-12) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
o Are the “secrets of the Kingdom of God” meant to stay hidden or will they be revealed? (Matthew 10:26-27) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
o Why are they hidden from some at that moment?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
o What happens when Jesus is more clear with his message to those whose hearts are not good soil?  
o ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
o Was there an appointed time for this to happen?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
o When will what is hidden about Christ be revealed? (Mark 9:9) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
5. What had the Pharisees and the Scribes studied endlessly?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
o Did they understand it and believe it? (John 5:39 and 46-47, Mark 4:11-12) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
6. Read Romans 16:25-26 and Ephesians 1:7-10. What was hidden and what reveals it? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________   
7. Read Luke 24:26-27. What parts of the Scriptures (The Old Testament) are about Jesus? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________     
8. What is between the bookends of Mark 4:9 and Mark 4:23?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
9. When we hear well, what is given?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
o What do we gain when we work to better understand God’s Word? (Matthew 7:7-8, James 1:5) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
10. What, based on the context of Mark 4, does the person in verse 25 have or not have?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
Add your own questions and answers: 

1. 

2. 

Extension Questions: 

1. Some religions have secret practices. Secret codes, secret handshakes, secret riturals…etc.  Based on this parable, is 

Christianity meant to have secret practices that we are not allowed to speak about with non-believers? 

2. Read the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25:14-30. How does this parable apply to all that we’ve studied this 

week? What kind of soil is the one who did not produce more Talents? What happens to the Talent he had? (A 

talent is a form of coin)  

  



Day 5: Mark 4:26-29 
1. Based on what we read before, can many people understand what is happening in the Kingdom of God at the 

moment this parable is spoken? (Mark 4:12) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o What will eventually happen? (Mark 4:22, Mark 9:1) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Look closely at verses. What does Jesus point out that he would not need to?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o What does the man do? (Mark 4:27) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

o What does the seed do? (Mark 4:27) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

o What does the ground do? (Mark 4:28) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Why does Jesus spend time elaborating and why did the Holy Spirit inspire these elaborations to be included? What 
do these elaborations emphasis? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o If this just said “The man scattered the seed and it grew” how would that change the meaning? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

4.  When the man scatters seed, does it produce immediately?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o What does this point out about the Kingdom of God? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Apart from planting/watering, does the man cause the seed to grow? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o What does this point out about the Kingdom of God? (Proverbs 3:5-6, Psalm 118:8, 1 Corinthians 2:5, 2 
Corinthians 5:7) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

6. What is probably the meaning of the harvest? (Read Matthew 13:39) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
7. What does the parable of the growing seed teach us about evangelism (telling people about Jesus)? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
8. What do you think is the main idea that Jesus wants us to take away from the parable of the growing seed? 

(Ecclesiastes 11:4-6) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

Add your own questions and answers: 

1. 

2. 

Extension Questions: 

1. One test of the heart of a skeptic is to ask “If Christianity were true, would you be a Christian?” Have you ever asked 

someone this type of question? What was the response?  

2. Does this parable mean that we do not need to do anything for the Kingdom of God to grow? Should we sit back and 
relax or act? Why or why not? (Cite specific verses if possible) 



Day 6: Mark 4:30-34 
1. What other parable does Jesus tell about a mustard seed? (Matthew 17:20) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
2. The focus of the previous parable was the process of growth of the Kingdom of God. What is the focus of this 

parable?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

3. How is the Kingdom of God like a mustard seed? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________   

4. What are the birds nesting beneath the branches possibly a reference to? (Ezekiel 31:6) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

5. How has the Kingdom of God and Christianity impacted our world today? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Is it a large impact or a small impact? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Why did Jesus teach in parables? (Mark 4:2,33) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Does this explanation fit with the rest of Mark 4 that we have studied, especially verses 11-12? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

7. Is everyone able to hear?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Considering the context, why or why not? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

8. Did the disciples understand the parables without explanations? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Did they seek more understanding? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

9. Read all of Mark 4:1-34. Does anything else stand out reading it all together?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
_______________________________________________________________________________________________      

 
Add your own questions and answers: 
1. 

2. 

Extension Questions: 

1. Read Isaiah 6:8-13, Isaiah 11:1, Mark 8:31-32, Matthew 26:55-56, Acts 2:40-41, Acts 6:7. How are these last two 

parables in Mark possibly related to Jesus’ life, death and resurrection?  

2. Is the mustard seed the smallest seed in the world? Is this literal or hyperbolic language and does it change the 

meaning of the text?  

3. Why does Jesus use these kinds of stories about farming as his teaching tool? What does this tell you about Jesus 

and about God? 

4. What would the world be like if Christianity had not existed? Dig into some of the Christian values that shaped the 

world and how different Christian values were from the Roman values of the time. Specifically consider how 

vulnerable populations are intended to be treated.  

 

 

  



Parable of the Sowers Worksheet 
Chart 1 

Location of Seed Result Meaning 

“Seed fell along the path” 

  

   

   

   

Chart 2 

Type of “Soil” Grow? Endure? Produce? Why? 

     

     

     

     


