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Seed Week: 3-5th Grade 
Day 1: Mark 4:1-12 

On the worksheet at the end of this week’s reading, fill in the locations for seeds and the result for Chart 1. 

1. What had Jesus declared had come near? (Mark 1:15) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Why did Jesus get on the boat to teach? (Mark 4:1, Mark 3:9-10) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Why do some in the crowd have ears to hear and some do not? (Psalm 115:4-8, Romans 3:21-25, John 12:37-43) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

o Who does God want to be saved? (Ezekiel 33:11, 1 Timothy 2:3-4, Joel 2:13, Zechariah 1:3)  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Who is with Jesus in verse 10? (Compare multiple translations)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does our reaction to Jesus’ parables reveal about our hearts? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Does the end of verse 12 indicate… 

a) That the intention of Jesus is that these people not see or hear and therefore not be forgiven 

b) That the result of these people’s not seeing or hearing is that people will not turn back and be forgiven? 

c) Other?_______________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Does Jesus use parables  

a) To blind people  b.) Because they are blind  c.) Other________________________ 
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Day 2: Mark 4:13-20 
After you read Mark 4:13-20, fill in Chart 1 “Meaning” column and all of Chart 2 

1. What does this parable have to do with understanding all the parables? (Mark 4:10-13) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

2. Who is the sower? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

3. What is the seed?  (Mark 4:14, Isaiah 55:10-11) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

4. What is the soil?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

5. How can we soften our hearts to receive the word of God? (Ezekiel 11:19-20, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Psalm 138:24, 

Psalm 51:10, Hosea 10:12, Psalm 28:7, Hebrews 4:12) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________     

6. How can we grow deep roots to endure when hard times come? (Colossians 2:6-7, Psalm 1, Jeremiah 17:7-8, 

Ephesians 3:17-19) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

7. What tests our own faith and our own roots? (James 1:2-3, Romans 5:3-5, 2 Corinthians 12:10) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

8. What “thorns” might keep you from producing fruit for God’s Kingdom? (John 12:42-43) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________     

o Why do these “thorns” keep someone from producing fruit?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Are these external pressures or internal conflicts?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________    

9. What is the crop that the Word produces? (John 15:5) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Is it always the same or does it vary? (Philippians 1:11, Colossians 1:6, Galatians 5:22-23, Matthew 28:19-20) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

o If there is nothing produced, is the soil good? (Mark 4:18-19, James 2:17) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

10. Based on the explanation of this parable, how does this help us to understand Jesus’ words in Mark 4:11-12 better? 

What is the problem with those who do not seek to understand the meaning of the parables?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
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Day 3: Mark 4:21-25 
1. What is a lamp meant to do? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Is the lamp in these times itself the light or does it display the light?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Who is the light? Who is the Word? (Mark 4:14, John 1:1-14) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

3. What is the job of those who hear and understand?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

4. Jesus speaks of something being hidden. What is he referring to? (Mark 4:11-12) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Are the “secrets of the Kingdom of God” meant to stay hidden or will they be revealed? (Matthew 10:26-27) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

o When will what is hidden about Christ be revealed? (Mark 9:9) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

5. What had the Pharisees and the Scribes studied endlessly?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Did they understand it and believe it? (John 5:39 and 46-47, Mark 4:11-12) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Read Romans 16:25-26 and Ephesians 1:7-10. What was hidden and what reveals it? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________   

7. Read Luke 24:26-27. What parts of the Scriptures (The Old Testament) are about Jesus? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________     

8. When we hear well, what is given?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o What do we gain when we work to better understand God’s Word? (Matthew 7:7-8, James 1:5) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________     
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Day 4: Mark 4:26-29 
1. Based on what we read before, can many people understand what is happening in the Kingdom of God at the 

moment this parable is spoken? (Mark 4:12) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o What will eventually happen? (Mark 4:22, Mark 9:1) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

2. What does the man do? (Mark 4:27) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o What does the seed do? (Mark 4:27) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

o What does the ground do? (Mark 4:28) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Why does Jesus spend time elaborating and why did the Holy Spirit inspire these elaborations to be included? What 

do these elaborations emphasis? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o If this just said “The man scattered the seed and it grew” how would that change the meaning? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

4.  When the man scatters seed, does it produce immediately?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o What does this point out about the Kingdom of God? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Apart from planting/watering, does the man cause the seed to grow? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o What does this point out about the Kingdom of God? (Proverbs 3:5-6, Psalm 118:8, 1 Corinthians 2:5, 2 

Corinthians 5:7) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

6. What does the parable of the growing seed teach us about evangelism (telling people about Jesus)? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

7. What do you think is the main idea that Jesus wants us to take away from the parable of the growing seed? 

(Ecclesiastes 11:4-6) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    
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Day 5: Mark 4:30-34 
1. What other parable does Jesus tell about a mustard seed? (Matthew 17:20) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

2. The focus of the previous parable was the process of growth of the Kingdom of God. What is the focus of this 

parable?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

3. How is the Kingdom of God like a mustard seed? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________   

4. What are the birds nesting beneath the branches possibly a reference to? (Ezekiel 31:6) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

5. How has the Kingdom of God and Christianity impacted our world today? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Is it a large impact or a small impact? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Why did Jesus teach in parables? (Mark 4:2,33) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Does this explanation fit with the rest of Mark 4 that we have studied, especially verses 11-12? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

7. Did the disciples understand the parables without explanations? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________    

o Did they seek more understanding? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Parable of the Sowers Worksheet 

Chart 1 

Location of Seed Result Meaning 

“Seed fell along the path” 

  

   

   

   

Chart 2 

 

Type of “Soil” Grow? Endure? Produce? Why? 

     

     

     

     


