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Welcome 
Thank you for choosing this study! This study of Mark might be a bit different than you are used to. It is not a book with 

the author’s opinion, interpretation and agenda (for better or for worse) being the focus of the pages. It is not an 

academic commentary with each piece of Scripture explained in detail, although those were used in the creation of this 

study.  

This study is focused on reading Scripture in light of Scripture and asking questions to better understand what God is 

saying about Himself, about us, about the world and about His plan. I’m not going to tell you what Scripture says. 

Instead, I will prompt you to answer that for yourself through questions.  

We do this through an informal use of inductive Bible study.  

Inductive Bible Study 
This technique uses three steps, which you will recognize in the questions as we go.  

1.) Observation 

2.) Interpretation 

3.) Application 

Observation: 

This is the first read through of the text and covers the surface level questions.  

In this step, you should ask: 

• WH- questions (Who, What, When, Where, Why and How?)  

• Is there repetition? 

• Comparisons and contrasts? 

• Changes in location or time? 

• Lists? 

• Cause and effect? 

If you are a visual person and like to organize ideas visually, this can be a good time to use different colors to make note 

of these basic observations. For example, if there is a phrase repeated in a section, highlight this in blue (or whatever 

other color you choose). A cause and effect? Yellow. You get the idea.  This can be a great technique to help us notice 

little details we didn’t before.  

Interpretation:  

What does the text mean? This may require a bit more involvement on the reader’s part and occasionally a small 

amount of outside research.  

In this step, you should ask: 

• What is the context of the passage in history and culture? 

• What does the rest of the Bible have to say about this topic that can help me understand? 

• Am I making assumptions that the text does not say? 

• What is the clearest reading of this text? 

This is a good time to write down your own questions about the meaning of the passage. It is also a good time for 

caution. This can be the place where people tend to impose their own ideas onto Scripture instead of letting Scripture 

speak for itself.  
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If you are uncomfortable with something the Bible says, that’s okay. We are not all-knowing like God, nor a perfect 

sense of justice and love. While it’s okay to be uncomfortable with a passage, it is not okay to try to change it to make it 

mean something else simply to make it more palatable. 

I would recommend putting a special mark next to a passage you are uncomfortable with, or writing down a question 

about it and doing more outside research. What are other people saying about this passage? What are their reasons? 

Can they back up their interpretation with scripture read correctly in context? How does this view fit within historic 

Christianity?  

Another thing to avoid in this step is formulating doctrines on unclear passages. Many offshoots of Christianity have 

done this.  

For example, in Mormonism, they have created an entire view of eternity where you have to earn your way to different 

levels of heaven because of a misunderstanding of 2 Corinthians 12:2  

With some information about the culture at the time, they would have understood that when Paul refers to the third 

level of heaven, this simply meant the place where God dwells. They would have realized that Ancient Jews described 

the blue sky with clouds as the first level of heaven, where the sun and moon and stars sit as the second level of heaven 

and then, in the eyes of ancient Jews, beyond that, the third level, was where God dwelt.  

In summary, if something is confusing, don’t ignore it. Make a note and then dive into the work of finding the answer.  

Application: 

What are you going to do with this information? Does the passage apply to you or is it specific to the someone else in 

the passage? Is there a call to action? Is there an area or an idea you need to repent of? How does this apply to you or 

others today? What does this passage tell you about God and His heart?  

For this step, you can use the Wh- questions again, but in a slightly different way.  

• Who  

o Who is this written to? Is it just to the Jews or is it also to Gentiles? Is it to a specific person, a specific 

group or all people? Is it to Christians or to non-Christians? 

• What  

o What am I specifically called to do? What did I learn about God from this passage? 

• When 

o When are we called to apply this passage? Is there a specific time suggested? 

• Where  

o Is there a specific location for the action/application?  

• Why 

o Why did this happen? Why did God choose this course of action? Why did a person react a specific way 

and would I have reacted similarly or differently? Why did God choose to include this as part of 

Scripture? 

• How 

o How did this passage affect the whole storyline of the Bible? How would I understand God differently if 

this passage wasn’t a part of the Bible? How does this passage change the way I understand God and His 

plans? 

There are so many more questions you can ask depending on the passage, but the main idea here is how does your 

observation and interpretation of God’s Word change you?  
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One danger in Scripture is to start to think that every passage is about you. That when God blesses Solomon with wealth, 

that is a promise He extends to all who believe in Him as well. We know from the rest of Scripture that this is not true, 

with Jesus himself being poor and other faithful people of God living in poverty (Matthew 12:41-44, Luke 9:58, Luke 

16:19-22.) That this specific promise was only to Solomon.  

Remember that the main purpose of the Bible is first to tell us who God is, what He has done and what He will do. There 

are instructions and promises for us there too, but be cautious that you are correctly adopting promises meant for all 

Christians and not promises made to a specific person.  

How to Use this Study 
A few tips for how to best use this study: 

• The study is divided into 6 days of reading and one day for group discussion. There are a few weeks with 

questions on Day 7, but I tried to avoid that for most of it.  

• At times, a small amount of outside research is required. For these, a quick search online should be sufficient.  

• Discussing in a group is almost always a good idea! Bounce your answers off each other and see what others 

thought of the passages.  

• There are many levels of questions. Some are for people processing these passages for the first time. Others are 

deeper, more layered questions that require knowledge of other biblical passages. 

• There are many cross-references. This is a part of letting Scripture interpret Scripture. How does the rest of the 

Bible help me understand what is being said here? I highly recommend looking up these passages, as they’ve 

been selected very intentionally.  

• Not every question has a firm answer. Some of these questions are big debates within Christianity and may not 

have a clear answer within Scripture. It’s completely okay to say “This is my opinion based on these Scriptures, 

but I don’t know for sure yet.” Maybe we will know for sure one day, or maybe we’ll have to save that one for 

heaven. 

• Feel free to add your own questions!  

Suggested Schedule 
Meeting Group Discussion Reading Assignment 

1 Read Welcome and Mark Introduction Mark 1-2 and Questions 

2 Mark 1-2 and Questions Mark 3-4 and Questions 

3 Mark 3-4 and Questions Mark 5-6 and Questions 

4 Mark 5-6 and Questions Mark 7-8 and Questions 

5 Mark 7-8 and Questions Mark 9 and Questions 

6 Mark 9 and Questions Mark 10 and Questions 

7 Mark 10 and Questions Mark 11-12 and Questions 

8 Mark 11-12 and Questions Mark 13-14 and Questions 

9 Mark 13-14 and Questions Mark 15 and Questions 

10 Mark 15 and Questions Mark 16 and Questions 

11 Mark 16 and Questions None 
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Mark: Introduction 
The Gospel according to Mark is considered by most scholars to be the first written of the four Gospels. It is the shortest 

of the four. Mark begins with the baptism of Jesus and concludes with the Resurrection, leaving out the birth and post-

Resurrection events. 

Mark and the Other Gospels 
Mark is considered part of the synoptic Gospels, which also include Matthew and Luke. These are so-titled because they 

share a common literary relationship, with many quotes and direct similarities between these three that make it likely 

they used a common source. The best theory explaining this is that the Gospel of Mark was used as eyewitness source 

material for Matthew and Luke. The Gospel of John is on it’s own, and, although it does not contradict the other 

Gospels, John does not seem to use them as source materials, and can’t be used in connection with dating the other 

Gospels. 

Dating of Mark 
The Gospel of Mark can be dated to 59AD or earlier. This is based on it’s connection to Acts and the other Gospels 

Acts: 62AD 

This starts with the dating of Acts and works backwards. Based on internal evidence, Acts was written in 62AD. We know 

this because Paul was imprisoned by the Prefect, Felix before 59AD. Felix was replaced by Festus in 59AD. This change in 

leadership is recorded in Acts 24:27, and is also shown by coins found minted in 59AD with Festus' name. Acts ends 

stating that Paul was sent to Rome in 60AD, where he remained under house arrest (Acts 28:30-31). We know from Titus 

and 1 and 2 Timothy that Paul was later released and continued preaching before his eventual martyrdom around 66AD. 

It is logical to conclude that those events had not yet happened when Acts was completed, dating Acts to 62AD.Luke: 

61AD or Earlier 

Because of the first verses of Acts, we know that the author Luke wrote the Gospel of Luke before he wrote Acts. This 

alone is enough to date Luke to before 61AD.  Another piece of evidence that underscores this dating is in 1 Timothy 

5:18, where Paul quotes the Gospel of Luke and identifies the quote as a part of Scripture. 1 Timothy was written 

between 62 and 66 AD, and Luke would have to have been written before this.  

Matthew: 60AD or Earlier 

Although Luke has much material that is unique to his account, Luke also quotes frequently from both Matthew and 

Mark. Because of this, it is easy to assert that Matthew was written prior to Luke. We do not have a more specific date 

than this that can be shown confidently at the moment. 

Because of what we know about the dating of Luke and that Luke used Matthew as a source, I would confidently assert 

that Matthew was written before 60AD. 

Mark: 59AD or Earlier 

This brings us to our main question. When was the Gospel of Mark written?  

Based on the above evidence, and that we know that Matthew also used Mark as source material, we can safely say that 

Mark was written in 59AD or earlier.  

 

 

Possible Dating of Mark in the 40’s AD 
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There is an interesting argument for an even earlier dating of Mark that I’ll mention, but it’s worth noting that I believe 

this claim needs more evidence to stand on it firmly. Consider it more as another possible window of time for Mark to 

have been written than an actual argument for this timeframe as the firm dating.  

We learn from the early church fathers Irenaus that the Gospel of Mark was written in Rome.  

“Matthew composed his gospel among the Hebrews in their own language, while Peter and Paul proclaimed the gospel in 

Rome and founded the community. After their departure, Mark, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, handed on his 

preaching to us in written form (Irenaus, Against Herasies, 3.1) 

Eusibius states this again regarding Mark, saying he wrote it down while Peter preached in Rome.  

“The Gospel according to Mark had this occasion. As Peter had preached the Word publicly at Rome, and declared the 

Gospel by the Spirit, many who were present requested that Mark, who had followed him for a long time and remembered 

his sayings, should write them out. And having composed the Gospel he gave it to those who had requested it. (Eusibius, 

Ecclesiastical History 6.14) 

While Emperor Claudius was ruling, he had the Jews expelled from Rome. While obviously not fun at the time, this was 

incredibly influential in the spread of Christianity. We don’t have an exact dating for this expulsion, but the latest it could 

have started is in 49AD, and it would have ended when Claudius died in 54AD. (Source on bottom) 

So was Mark written before the expulsion or after the Jews were allowed to return to Rome?  

The earliest Peter would have been preaching in Rome is after the Gospel is sent out to the Gentiles (non-Jews) as 

recorded in Acts 10. This occurred between 36-40AD. 

This would mean that Mark was either written while he and Peter were in Rome between 54-60AD or between 36-49AD. 

Now, look at these two possible windows of time and let’s go back to the dating of Luke. 

In 1 Corinthians, a letter written between 53-56AD, Paul seems to quote Luke when describing the symbolic act of 

Communion that Jesus shared with his disciples before he was crucified. 

1 Corinthians 11:24 Luke 22:19 
23  24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 
and said, “This is my body, which is for[a]you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.”[b] 

“And he took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, 
saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 

This story is recorded in all three synoptic Gospels, but Luke is the only one who has the quotation of “Do this in 

remembrance of me.” This is not a contradiction with the other gospels, but merely that one has more detail than the 

others.   

This quotation in 1 Corinthians is not a super clear reference to Luke as scripture, and it’s possible that this part of the 

quotation could have been learned by other means, so I do not hold to this idea tightly, but it is worth considering.  

Here’s where it gets interesting. If Paul was quoting Luke when he recorded Jesus saying “Do this in remembrance of 

me”, then Luke was written before 1 Corinthians. 1 Corinthians was written between 53-56AD. Let’s assume the later of 

these two, but Luke would have had to have been written and circulated before this time, so a good dating for Luke, if 

the above information is true, is about 53 or 54AD.  

If Luke was written in 54AD and used Mark as a source, Mark would have had to have been written before 54AD. But, 

Mark could not have been in Rome, the place he is said to have written his account, until after 54AD, unless he wrote his 

account before the expulsion of the Jews in 49AD.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+11%3A23-25&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28608a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+11%3A23-25&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28608b
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This would also mean that Mark and likely Matthew would have been written during the earlier of those two timeframes 

between 36-49AD. That would be a mere 6-19 years after the death of Jesus.  

Again, this is not a strong argument with the amount of information we have today, but it is worth considering as a 

possibility. Other than the sources in the early church fathers, we do not have other attestation that Peter taught in 

Rome. If such evidence was found, it would significantly strengthen this scenario. Additionally, if there was a stronger 

attestation that Paul was quoting Luke in 1 Corinthians, this would strengthen this dating. 

As it stands, we can confidently say that Mark was written before 59AD and possibly much earlier.  

Authorship of Mark 
Our next question is who wrote the Gospel of Mark. 

This might seem like a silly question, but it is a common one that skeptics will bring up. Some say that these documents 

were simply floating around and then one day someone slapped the names of the apostles on them to make them seem 

more authoritative. But there are two major problems with this idea:  

1.) Why choose Mark? If someone is going to make up an author, you’re likely to choose someone with a prominent 

name and a seemingly solid claim to authority. One of the 12 disciples would have been a much better choice if 

someone was simply assigning a name to an anonymous document.  

2.) There is no competing evidence whatsoever that the Gospels were ever named anything different than what we 

know them as today. If someone wants to argue that the Gospels were authored by different people, they will 

need to provide some evidence to support this.  

What other evidence do we have that the Mark wrote the Gospel attributed to his name? First, there is the evidence 

within the rest of the Bible that, although he was not a personal witness of Christ, Mark (also called John Mark) was 

present with the disciples during the time of the early church. John Mark is mentioned 9 times in the New Testament. 

(Acts 12:12, 12:25, 13:5, 13:13, 15:37-39, Colossians 4:10, Philemon 1:24, 2 Timothy 4:11 and 1 Peter 5:13). It is clear 

that Mark had the opportunity to record eyewitness testimony about Jesus from the Apostles.  

There are numerous mentions in the early church father’s attributing one of the four Gospels to Mark. Tertullian 

(200AD) names Matthew, Mark, Luke and John as authors. (Against Marcion 4.2.1-2) Irenaeus (180) names Mark as the 

interpreter of Peter who gave them in writing what had been preached by Peter. (Against Heresies 3.1.1-2) Finally, 

Papias (125) tells of Mark, the interpreter of Peter, writing down “carefully, but not in order, all that he remembered of 

the Lord’s sayings and doings. For he had not heard the Lord or been one of his followers, but later, as I (Papias) said, 

one of Peter’s.” Papias goes on to say that Mark was careful not to leave out or misstate anything.  (Eusebius, Historia 

Ecclesiastica 3.39.14-15) 

So to answer this question with an answer that might seem easy and obvious… Mark wrote Mark.  

Who is Mark’s Eyewitness? 
You may have gathered from the sources already presented that the evidence points to Mark recording the eyewitness 

testimony of Peter, the disciple. Peter had been a poor fisherman and was likely unable to read and write. He therefore 

would have used a scribe or friend to transcribe what he said. 

Many of the early church fathers make the claim that Mark recorded Peter’s teachings, such as Tertullion, Clement of 

Rome, Ireneaus, and Papias. Justin Martyr also mentions that one of the Gospels records the memoirs of Peter.  

There is also an element of the Gospel of Mark that clearly pulls Peter into the center of the story. There are numerous 

times in the Gospel when Peter is specifically mentioned even when the disciples are spoken of as a group: “the disciples 

and Peter” or “Peter and his companions.” 
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Another internal clue is an ancient technique scholars call an “Inclusio”. Essentially, the author places their witness at 

the beginning and the end of the story without explicitly naming them as a source. We see this here in Mark 1:16 where 

Simon Peter is named two times and Mark 16:7 where Peter is singled out from the group of disciples.  

Based on the external and internal evidence, the case for Peter as the eyewitness recorded in Mark is strong.  

Things to Look For  
When carefully reading through the Gospel of Mark, here are a few things to pay close attention to: 

1.) Claims to Divinity 

What are things Jesus says about himself or does that only God could claim to be or do? Skeptics will say that Jesus 

didn’t claim to be God in the earliest gospel, Mark, but as time when on, the authors of the following Gospels added 

more elements of divinity with John being the most packed with Jesus as God. While it’s true the Gospel of John very 

clearly lays out the divinity of Christ, this does not mean that Mark is devoid of claims to divinity.  

Pay special attention to titles that Jesus uses about himself, his miracles, and specific actions that draw a reaction. 

2.) The Son of Man 

This is Jesus’ favorite title for himself, and he uses it 14 times about himself in the Gospel of Mark. The meaning of “The 

Son of Man” is not automatically understood in our culture. At first glance, it seems like this title is merely denoting the 

humanity of Jesus, and that is a part of it, but not the whole story.  

Part of the meaning behind the title harkens back to Genesis 3:15, and the promise of the coming savior through the 

seed of Eve.  

“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise his heel.” 

Jesus is THE Son of Man. He is the offspring of Eve that would crush the head of the serpent, even as the serpent bruised 

his heal on the cross. He is the representative of mankind that would defeat evil. (Romans 5:12-21) 

But there is so much more to the title of the Son of Man. It comes from Daniel 7:13-14. 

“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the 

Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 

peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.” 

This vision in context speaks of a man, who will one day sit beside the Father and rule the world forever. He would have 

authority over everything, including the forgiveness of sins. By choosing this title for himself, Jesus is making a direct 

claim to have this kind of authority and status: both heavenly and human.  

3.) Confusion of the Disciples 

A big theme in the Gospel of Mark is the confusion of the disciples from the beginning to the end. Pay attention to what 

the disciples understand and what they miss. Would you understand and miss the same things?  

 

4.) Peter in the Gospel of Mark  
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Because of the claim of Peter as the eyewitness Mark used, pay special attention to his roll in the Gospel. When is Peter 

mentioned while others are not? What details would you expect Peter to know about the events and the area? When 

Peter is not present, are there other witnesses named pointing to them as a source?  

5.) Markan Sandwiches 

This is a literary technique that is common in Mark. We know from Luke that Mark did not write in chronological order, 

and this helps us to see this technique as a literary device rather than the likely actual sequence of events in some 

situations.  

A Markan Sandwich is when Mark takes one event interrupts it with another that doesn’t seem related. It is usually 

marked by two mirror images on either side of the event as well. A great example of this is the story of Jairus’ daughter. 

Jesus is on the way to heal her, when suddenly he’s interrupted by a woman who had been bleeding. He heals this 

woman and then continues to the home of Jairus to heal his daughter. The woman has been bleeding for 12 years, and 

the daughter is 12 years old. It seems that Mark is making a commentary on both events with the interruption of one 

with the other and the inclusion of the matching lengths of time. 

Scholars have begun to study these Markan Sandwiches as an indicator of theological commentary from Mark. With the 

story of Jairus’ daughter and the bleeding woman, we see two women who would be considered ceremonially unclean, 

one dead when Jesus touches her, the other bleeding when she touches Jesus. We also see two people on opposite 

sides of the economic isles: Jairus has a title and position and likely wealth as a result, the woman is unnamed and poor. 

The connection is both are desperate for a miraculous healing.  

What does Mark intend for us to see by placing the one story within the other?  

For more information on Markan Sandwiches visit: https://jbburnett.com/resources/mark/Edwards_Markan-

Sandwiches.pdf 

Conclusion 
I hope you enjoy this study of Mark. There is so much packed into this small Gospel and there is much to discover!   

https://jbburnett.com/resources/mark/Edwards_Markan-Sandwiches.pdf
https://jbburnett.com/resources/mark/Edwards_Markan-Sandwiches.pdf
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Week 1: Mark 1-2 
Day 1: Mark 1:1-15 

1. Who was John preparing the way for? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Read Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3 
o In Isaiah, notice the capitalization of LORD. What does this mean? (Outside Research) 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
o What does this say about Jesus in the opening verses of Mark?  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why was John baptizing people? (verse 4) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What prepares people to see Jesus? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the difference between the way John offers the forgiveness of sins and the traditional way Jews would 

have pursued forgiveness at this time?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What’s missing? (Hebrews 9:22) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is anticipated? (John 1:29, Hebrews 7:26-27) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does John say about himself compared to Christ? (verse 7) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What does Jesus say about John? (Matthew 11:11) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is this because John devalues himself or because he rightly values Christ? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is the difference between the baptism of John and the baptism Jesus will offer? (verse 8) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why was Jesus baptized if he never sinned? (Matthew 3:13-15) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What does it mean to “fulfill all righteousness?” A few possibilities to consider:  

o This the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and the handoff from John to Jesus (Luke 1:17) 

o This showed John that Jesus was the promised Messiah (John 1:32-33) 

o The Baptism of Jesus symbolized the coming crucifixion and resurrection (Mark 10:38-39, Luke 12:50, 

Romans 6:3-4) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Could Jesus have sinned when Satan tempted him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Did Jesus ever stop being God? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o If Jesus could have sinned, what does that say about God? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What did Jesus preach? (verse 15) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 2 : Mark 1:16-34 
1. Who is Simon? (Hint: Read John 1:42) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why were James and John repairing their nets? (Hint: Read Luke 5:5-11) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o This is an undesigned coincidence where one of the books unintentionally fills in a detail that another 

left unexplained. It is very characteristic of eyewitness testimony.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Has God ever called you to do something and you did it immediately? Or did you delay? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How was Jesus’ teaching different from the teachers of the law? (Verse 22) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What did the demon call Jesus?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What did Jesus do in response?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why did Jesus not allow the demons to speak? (Verses 25 and 34) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What happens later when people realize who Jesus is claiming to be? (John 6:15, Matthew 12:23-24, 

Acts 2:23) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What town does Peter live in? (Archeologists have actually discovered this very house!) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What woman did Jesus heal of the fever? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What can we infer about Peter’s marital status?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 3: Mark 1:35-45 
1. What did Jesus do at sunrise? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What was it like for one living with leprosy (Leviticus 13:45-46) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does the man say to Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Where else do we see a similar posture in prayer? (Matthew 6:10, Luke 22:42) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What can we learn from this man’s posture toward Jesus?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does Jesus tell the man to do after he heals him?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What was the offering required by the law of Moses? (Hint: Read Leviticus 14:2-32) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Did Jesus support the sacrificial system? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why do you think Jesus told him to keep it a secret? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What happens when someone touches someone unclean? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What happens when the man tells people about what Jesus did? (verse 45) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 4: Mark 2:1-12 
1. Whose faith did Jesus respond to?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Does this automatically include or exclude the faith of the paralytic?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What miracle does Jesus do first? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do the teachers of the religious law say? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who do they say can forgive sins? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What does this imply about Jesus?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What was the purpose of Jesus healing the man? (verse 10) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What does this say about the purpose of miracles?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What title does Jesus use about himself in this passage? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Is physical healing the main purpose of Jesus’ ministry or is the forgiveness of sins? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 5: Mark 2:13-22 
Note: In verse 18, the Pharisees are not accusing the disciples of breaking the law, but of not following the 

additional tradition of regular fasting that they have added to the law. Pharisees had adopted the practice of fasting 

regularly throughout the week. (See Luke 18:12) 

1. Who did Jesus say in this section that he came to call? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Read Luke 18:9-14. Who is juxtaposed in this passage? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who is justified (made right) before God? Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who is exalted and who is humbled? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read Romans 3:9-31. Who is righteous?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Who is in the group of sick that Jesus came to call in Mark 2? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o  Who is not in that group? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Is Jesus rebuking fasting or the timing of the fasting?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is the significance of calling himself the Bridegroom? (Isaiah 61:10, Isaiah 62:4-5, Hosea 2:14-20) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is Jesus saying about Himself with this title?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What, in the context of this passage, is the new wine and new wineskin? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is the old wine and the old wineskin?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 6: Mark 2:23 –28 
Note: The Pharisees had taken the law of God and added a great deal to it. They added more restrictions in an 

effort to keep people from breaking the laws that God had given. In this section, they are accusing the disciples 

of harvesting/working on the sabbath by picking a few grains to eat as they walk.   

1. What is the Sabbath? Why was it important? (Hint: Exodus 20:8-11) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did the Pharisees say they did that broke the Sabbath?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Were the disciples stealing? (Deuteronomy 23:25) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is the purpose of the Sabbath according to Jesus?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does Jesus say he is Lord over? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who else could make this claim?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is Jesus saying about Himself here? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 2: Mark 3-4 
Day 1: Mark 3:1-19 

1. Why were the Pharisees watching Jesus closely? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What does this reveal about their hearts? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How are they responding to miracles taking place right in front of them? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Jesus respond to them? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o From this question, what does Jesus seem to be equating inaction with? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What two feelings does Jesus have toward the Pharisees? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How can we balance those emotions in our own lives when people do wrong? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is all anger sinful? (Ephesians 4:26, James 1:19-20) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why does Jesus feel this way? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does Jesus do? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How do the Pharisees respond? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How did Jesus respond to the demons calling him the “Son of God”?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why would he want his identity to be a secret? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Read Luke 6:12-13. Why did Jesus go up to the mountain? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What was the job of the 12 disciples at this time? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Why did Jesus call James and John “Sons of Thunder?” (Luke 9:54, an undesigned coincidence indicative of good 

eyewitness testimony) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 2: Mark 3:20-35 
1. What did Jesus’ family say about him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Did his family believe he had power? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did the Pharisees say about him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Did the Pharisees believe he had power? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does Jesus respond to the Pharisees?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Who here is in danger of committing the unforgivable sin? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Read Matthew 24:24 and Deuteronomy 13:1-3. Is saying a sign or a wonder or a prophet is not from God 

blaspheming the Holy Spirit? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Looking at the rest of Scripture, do we have any examples of people who have sinned too much to be forgiven 

by God?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What is the ministry of the Holy Spirit? (John 16:8, John 15:26) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Have the Pharisees seen enough evidence that they should believe Jesus is sent from God? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Looking at the context, what do you think Jesus is saying is the unforgivable sin?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

a. Is it a sin that is too big or is it possibly a heart that has hardened itself against God and does not want to 

accept Christ as Lord?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Who does Jesus say are his true family?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Do the blood relatives of Jesus have special privileges to him other than witnessing his entire life? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What does it mean to you that we can be considered a part of God’s family? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 3: Mark 4:1-20 
1. Why did Jesus teach in parables?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who are the outsiders when Jesus says this? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read Ezekiel 33:11, 1 Timothy 2:3-4. Who does God want to be saved? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Does Jesus use parables to blind people or because they are blind? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What sin did we just speak about in the section before? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o If someone understands the parables perfectly and rejects them, is this worse than if they simply think 

it’s a neat story?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What, then, is the purpose of parables?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What advantage do we have today that the people of these crowds did not have? (John 16:7, Acts 2:4, Ephesians 

2:22) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Who is the sower? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What are the four types of soil?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What does the soil represent? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What types of soil have you been in your life? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Can someone’s “type of soil” change? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What kills the seed planted on the rocky soil? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. What keeps the seed in the thorns from producing fruit? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What things might keep you from producing fruit for God’s Kingdom? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What three things does the seed in the rich soil do? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Going back to verse 12, what soil do you think the person who hears but does not understand might be? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 4: Mark 4:21-25 
1. What is our job in this parable? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Do we create the light or do we simply make sure we are putting the light in a place of prominence?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is the purpose of the light?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Read John 1:1-9. What element does this bring to the parable in Mark? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Jesus speaks of something being hidden and brought out into the open. What is he referring to?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read Romans 16:25-26 and Ephesians 1:9-10. 

o What was hidden and what reveals it? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Read Luke 24:26-27, John 5:39 and John 5:46-47 

o What parts of the Scriptures (The Old Testament) are about Jesus?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Do you take heed of what you hear? Are you careful what teachers you learn from? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. When we hear, what is given?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Based on the context, is Jesus promising material blessings here or spiritual blessings? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 5: Mark 4:25-34 
1. What do you think is the main idea that Jesus wants us to take away from the parable of the growing seed? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who is the farmer? (Read Mark 4:14) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Apart from planting/watering, does he cause it to grow? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is probably the meaning of the harvest? (Read Matthew 13:39) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does the parable of the growing seed teach us about evangelism (telling people about Jesus)? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How is the Kingdom of God like a mustard seed? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How has the Kingdom of God and Christianity impacted our world today? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is it a large impact or a small impact? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why did Jesus teach in parables? (verse 33) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: Is the mustard seed the smallest seed in the world? Is this literal or hyperbolic language and 

does it change the meaning of the text?   
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Day 6: Mark 4:35-41 
1. What did Jesus do to get away from the crowds?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What was he doing in the boat? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why were the disciples afraid? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What did they ask Jesus?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Have you ever asked God the same question?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How did Jesus respond to them?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Why does Jesus controlling the weather freak the disciples out so much? (Read Psalm 65:5-11, Psalm 89:8-9) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who is Jesus showing he is with this action? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Read Psalm 107:23-32 

o What do the sailors in need say?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How is this similar or different from what the disciples ask? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What did the disciples fail to believe?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Were they supposed to not wake Jesus up or was it something else? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Were the disciples more afraid or less afraid after Jesus calms the storm?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Did the disciples understand at this point who Jesus was?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 3: Mark 5-6 
Day 1: Mark 5:1-20 

Note: The region of the Gerasenes is a Gentile area, so this man and this crowd are likely not Jewish.  

1. Remember Mark 4:41. Why do you think the demons recognize who Jesus is but His disciples do not understand 

it? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did the demon possessed man do when he saw Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. In what name does the demon plead with Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What was the town’s response to the healing? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Do we respond to Jesus this way sometimes? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does Jesus tell the man to do as he leaves? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How is this different or similar to what he has said to those he has healed in the past? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why would it be significant here that the man is likely a Gentile? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. At the end of this story, who is it better to be: The man who had been possessed by demons but now believes 

and wants to be with Jesus or the townspeople who asked Jesus to leave? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. This man went from being a complete outcast of society, naked (Matthew 5:15), living in tombs, to a perfectly 

sane witness for the power of Christ. 

o Do we have other examples of this kind of extreme witness in the Bible?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Do you think there is anything you’ve done that Jesus couldn’t redeem?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: Compare this parable to the account in Luke 8:26-39. What is similar and what is different?  
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Day 2: Mark 5:21-42 
Note: This story is a Markan Sandwich. Take note of the interruption of one story with another, the markers that draw 

our attention to the connections between the stories and the possible theological implications Mark is attempting to 

show us.  

1. Who was Jairus?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Is his daughter alive at this point?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. A bleeding wound would have meant this woman was considered unclean until the bleeding stopped. (Leviticus 

15:19-31) She would not have been allowed to enter the temple. What would that have meant for her?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How long had the woman been bleeding? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What else makes her vulnerable? (Luke 8:43) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Was she the only person touching Jesus?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What was different? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Augustine once said about this story “The flesh presses…faith touches.” What are your thoughts on his 

reflection? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What makes her well: touching the robe or her faith in Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What do we need to be healed of our brokenness: works or faith in Jesus? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Does this always happen on earth or do we sometimes have to wait for heaven? (Read 2 Corinthians 12:6-10) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What is similar about this woman and the man with the demons in verses 1-20? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Why do you think Jesus says she is not dead, but just asleep? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. How old was the girl? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What instructions does Jesus give the girl and her family? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: Compare the story and faith of Jairus to the story of the Roman Centurion in Luke 7:1-10. 

What is similar and what is different? What request does each man make and how does Jesus respond? 
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Day 3: Mark 6:1-12 
1. What do the people of his town ask?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do they feel about his wisdom and power? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What are the names of Jesus’ family members? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Have you ever experienced something like this?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Is there a difference between doubt, no belief and unbelief? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What might be the benefits of sending out the disciples in pairs? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Who can give someone else the authority to cast out demons? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

o Can anyone else make this claim?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What are the disciples not supposed to bring?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why do you think that may be? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. When, during this part of Jesus’ ministry, should they abandon a town?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Read Acts 20:26-27 and Romans 1:15-16 

o What is our job?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What if people don’t listen? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 4: Mark 6:13-29 
1. How did Mark know this story? Is it an eyewitness account? (Read Luke 8:3) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who do people say Jesus is?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Who does Herod say Jesus is?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why did Herod arrest John?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Did John do the right or the wrong thing for calling out Herod’s immorality? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Can we call out immorality in our leaders? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How did Herod feel about John? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How did Herodias get Herod to kill John?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Should we promise things without knowing what they are?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Are there other examples of this in the Bible? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What happened to John’s body? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 5: Mark 6:30-44 
1. What do Jesus and the disciples do after their ministry travels? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Jesus feel about the crowd? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What request do the disciples make of Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How does he respond? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How does Jesus ask us to do this in our lives? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Did Jesus provide an extravagant meal or a simple one?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Read Matthew 6:11 and Matthew 6:25-34 

o Does God promise us extravagant earthly gifts or simple ones we need?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How many men were fed? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How many estimated people total? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. If anyone left hungry, was it because there wasn’t enough or because they rejected the gift? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Read John 6:35, then read Mark 6:30-44 again.  

o Does this add an element to the story to consider? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What do you think the main message Jesus is communicating with this miracle?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

Clyde 37 

Day 6: Mark 6:45-56 
1. What town were they outside of for the feeding of 5,000? (Mark 6:45) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Read John 6:1-15  

o Does John’s account of this story mention the town, Bethsaida?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Focus on John 6:5. Why would Jesus ask Philip?  (Read John 1:44, this is another undesigned coincidence) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why do you think Jesus was walking on the water? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How did the disciples feel when they saw him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Why were the disciples totally amazed? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Who was healed by Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 4: Mark 7-8 
Day 1: Mark 7:1-23 

1. Did the disciples break the Jewish law given by God or the Jewish tradition given by man? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Jesus respond to the Pharisee’s objection? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do the Pharisees void the Word of God? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What things today do we make “requirements” of our faith that God has not commanded, much like the 

Pharisees did with the washing of hands? What traditions have some added to our faith that are treated like 

laws from God?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Is your heart close to God or far from God?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Can you do all the right outward things and still be far from God? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Jesus declares all food good in the eyes of God. How is this different from the law? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. If the actual food was not the purpose of the food laws in the Old Testament, what was the purpose? (Galatians 

3:19-25, Romans 3:20) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Of the list in Mark 21-22, what do you struggle with the most? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Does anything on this list stand out to you? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question:  

1. There is a group within Christianity called the Hebrew Roots Movement. This is a group that believes we should 

still honor the Old Testament law. Do a bit of research into their reasoning and scriptural reasons for or against 

their beliefs.  
2. What other religions/cults do you know of that have food or drink restrictions?  
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Day 2: Mark 7:24-30: 
Note: This is a hard teaching to understand in our cultural context. We need to be careful to try to understand it from 

the context it was given in. This one takes a bit more reading to understand this context, but it’s well worth it!  

1. Who came and bowed at Jesus’ feet? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who are the dogs and who are the children in his response?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Did Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews) interact in this time? Why or why not? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why would Jesus respond to her in this way? We have three options: 

1.) Jesus was being racist against Gentiles and sinned. He would therefore not able to be a perfect 

sacrifice and we’re still in our sins. 

2.) Jesus was being racist and racism is not sinful.  

3.) Something else is happening here.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Before Jesus’ death on the cross, who did God have a covenant with? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What was the purpose of this covenant and the law? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who was included in this covenant? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Were people excluded from this covenant because of their race? (Joshua 2:9, Joshua 6:25, Exodus 12:48-

49, Ruth 1:4, Matthew 1:5) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Who was Jesus’ ministry meant to be for during his life? (Matthew 15:24) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Does this change after his death and resurrection? (Read Matthew 28:18, Romans 9:25-26, Galatians 

3:28-29, Ephesians 2:11-18) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Was Tyre a Gentile area or a Jewish area? (Not in text, research required) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why would Jesus travel to this area if he didn’t want to minister to the Gentiles? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. In light of the historical, cultural and biblical context, what is Jesus teaching in this passage? What is Jesus 

foreshadowing? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Does the relationship between Jews and Gentiles change after Jesus’ death and resurrection?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Consider yesterday’s reading. Is there a theme consistent in these two day?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What can we learn from the woman’s response?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: Would you like to dive deeper into this teaching to understand it better? I recommend a 

teaching on YouTube by Pastor Mike Winger “Why Jesus Called This Woman a Dog: The Mark Series part 24)  
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Day 3: Mark 7:31-37 
1. Why did Jesus lead the man away?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Was he doing the healings for the crowd or for the man? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How did Jesus heal this man?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What ways has he used in the past healings? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read Isaiah 35:4-7 

o What parts has Jesus fulfilled at this point? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why is Jesus healing this man so significant? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Imagine this healing from this man’s perspective. He cannot speak and he cannot hear. What things would this 

man have been able to see and feel Jesus do?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o  Do you think Jesus adjusted his method of healing to better meet this man where is was at?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Should this man have been able to speak plainly if he has never spoken before? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Day 4: Mark 8:1-13 
1. How is this story similar and different from the one in Mark 6:3-44? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do the disciples ask him in verse 4? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why would Jesus repeat this miracle?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Would the Pharisees have believed if Jesus had done a miracle? (verse 11) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why did they want him to do a miracle? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Are the miracles the most important thing to Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o If you don’t receive a miracle, will you still believe? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



44 Clyde 

Day 5: Mark 8:14-21 
1. What do you think Jesus meant “the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod”?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What do the Pharisees and Herod have in common?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How should we apply this in our lives? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What are the disciples arguing about? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why is Jesus offended by this?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What don’t the disciples understand? (Read Exodus 16:1-5 and John 6:47-51) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Is Jesus’ main message about the physical bread or the spiritual bread? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Do we understand?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 6: Mark 8:22-26 
1. How is this story like the story of the deaf and mute man in Mark 7:31-37? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Do you think Jesus could have completely healed the man’s blindness the first time?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why did he do the healing in two parts? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What could he be teaching with this action? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Could this be what Jesus was foreshadowing with the two part healing?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o When will the “time of perfection” come? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Remember the prophecy in Isaiah 35:4-7. Has Jesus fulfilled each part regarding healing? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 7: Mark 8:27-38 
1. Who do people today say Jesus is? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who do you say he is? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Who does Peter say he is? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does the title “Messiah” mean to a Jew in this time?   

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Read Isaiah 42:1, Isaiah 61:1-3, Psalm 16, and Daniel 9:20-28 

o What did the Jews expect the Messiah to look like? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Is Jesus’ prediction in verse 31 consistent with the Old Testament prophecy about the Messiah? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What prophecies do you know of? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why would Peter rebuke/correct him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Do we see things with a human point of view or God’s? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What does Jesus mean when he says if we give up our life we will save it? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Do we value other things more than souls? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Are we ashamed of the message of Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: Based on their understanding of the Old Testament, some Rabbis believed there would be 

two messiahs. The first, Messiah ben Joseph would come and suffer. The second, Messiah ben David, would 

come and conquer.  

Do some research into these theories and what Scriptures led them to think this? What do we know in light of 

Jesus? How many times will Jesus come to earth and what are his missions each time? 
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Week 5: Mark 9 
Chapters 1-8 were about Jesus’ travels around Galilee. The end of Chapter 8 through Chapter 10 is focused on Jesus on 

the way to Jerusalem. This is one big Markan Sandwich between two healings of blind men. It’s interesting because in 

this section, the disciples are still blind to what Jesus is saying when they should see.   

Day 1: Mark 9:1-10 
1. Who is with Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Mark describe Jesus’ appearance? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does Matthew describe his appearance? (Matthew 17:2) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read Psalm 104:1-2. How is this similar? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

o Do you think this is significant? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does it mean to be transfigured?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is the greater miracle: Jesus revealing his glory to them on the mountain or Jesus concealing his glory 

when he came to earth as a man?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Contrast this glory with the humiliation that Jesus just predicted for himself in 8:31. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Who appears beside Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who are they to the Jews? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What do they represent from the Old Testament? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What did they speak with Jesus about? (Luke 9:31) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What does Peter do? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What would you do? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Where else in scripture do we see the cloud of God’s glory? (Exodus 13:21-22, Exodus 19:9, Leviticus 16:2…) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Who is told to listen to Jesus: Just the disciples or Moses and Elijah as well?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Research Question: What mountains are near Caesarea Philippi? Where did this event possibly take place and 

are there any additional implications of the text based on the possible locations?  
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Day 2: Mark 9:11-13 
1. Why did the disciples ask about Elijah’s return? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Has Elijah been connected with Jesus in previous parts of Mark? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Read Malachi 4:5-6 

o What is a sign of the coming Messiah?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read Matthew 11:7-14 

o Who did Jesus say was Elijah? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read John 1:19-23 

o Did John claim to be Elijah? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Read Luke 1:11-17 

o The angel speaking to Zachariah says that John will be in the spirit and power of what man? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is there a difference between the idea of reincarnation and being in the same spirit and power of a 

person?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: What do Elijah and John the Baptist have in common? Read the accounts of Elijah and the 

accounts of John the Baptist. Compare and contrast.  

Resource: https://www.gotquestions.org/John-Baptist-Elijah.html 

  

https://www.gotquestions.org/John-Baptist-Elijah.html
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Day 3:  Mark 9:14-29 
Note: Jews at this time believed that you had to know the name of the demon you were trying to exorcise. If a demon 

made a person mute, they believed it would be almost impossible to cast it out because you could never learn its name.  

1. What was the crowd arguing about? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the spirit preventing the boy from doing? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read Ephesians 6:12. Are there different levels of authorities amongst demons? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. The disciples had been given the authority to cast out demons. Were the disciples able to cast out this spirit? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Do we know who Jesus is calling a “faithless people?” 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Does this father’s doubt seem understandable to you? Would you doubt in this situation?   

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Jesus says “Anything is possible if a person believes.” Believes what?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o In their own ability or in him? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Have you ever felt the way this father does? “I believe. Help my unbelief.”  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Can you believe and doubt at the same time? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Do we need perfect belief for God to work in us and through us? (Matthew 17:20) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Is it difficult for Jesus to cast out the demon? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Why does Jesus say they couldn’t cast out the spirit? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. How do you think the disciples felt after this experience? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: Verse 29 is a spot of textual variance. We are not sure if the original manuscript simply says 

“prayer” or “prayer and fasting.” How would the meaning here change depending on which is the original?  
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Day 4: Mark 9:30-37 
1. Why did Jesus want to be away from the crowds? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Compare what Jesus says in verse 31 to Daniel 7:14. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Did the disciples understand this time? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Are the disciples usually afraid to ask Jesus questions? (4:10; 7:17; 9:11, 10:10; 13:3) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why would they be reluctant this time? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What were the disciples arguing about? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Did they tell Jesus what they were arguing about? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Do you think he already knew when he asked? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How does Jesus respond? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________   

7. Whom are we called to serve? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Does Jesus model this? (Read John 13:12-17) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. How does this example of servitude differ from the world? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o  Do we expect to receive as reward for our piety or do we seek to serve others? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Who’s house in Capernaum? (Matthew 8:5 and 14) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who’s child is this likely to be? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Why would Jesus use a child in this illustration? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Where did children fall on the social authority spectrum? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. God’s care for the vulnerable, particularly orphans, widows and foreigners, is clear throughout scripture. How 

does your faith embrace and reflect God’s heart for these groups? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: Do a survey of the Bible for verses about caring for these vulnerable groups. What stands 

out to you the most in this survey?  
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Day 5: Mark 9:38-41 
1. What was the perceived problem with this other person doing miracles? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Was the person teaching false things about Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read Numbers 11:26-29. How is this similar? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Do we need to be in a special in-group to be able to experience the power of God and for Him to work through 

us? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Do we sometimes exclude people because they are not a part of our perceived “in” group? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How can we balance this attitude of inclusion with the problem of false Christs, false gospels and false teachers? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Compare Luke 9:50 and Luke 11:23.  

o Is there a neutral ground regarding Jesus? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 6: Mark 9:42-50 
1. Who are the “little ones” in this context? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Are they children, believers or someone else?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In light of verse 42, should we take teaching others lightly?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How could someone cause someone else to sin?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. There are two types of warnings in this chapter. One about causing others to sin and the other about if 

something is causing you to sin.  

o Who is responsible for the sin: The sinner, the one who led them to sin or both? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 6: Mark 10 
Day 1: Mark 10:1-9 

1. To think about with this difficult section of scripture: If we know God said something, do we believe/obey it even 

if we don’t like it? Why or why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are the Pharisees hearts like when they ask this question?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. There are three categories of laws in the law of Moses: Ceremonial, Moral and Case Law (if this bad thing 

happens, do this) 

o Which category is Deuteronomy 24:1-4? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why does Jesus say Moses wrote this? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Read Genesis 1:27 and 5:2 

o What was the original intention for marriage? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who wrote Genesis? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is marriage intended to be a picture of? (Read Ephesians 5:21-33, 2 Corinthians 11:2, Revelation 19:7-9, 

Hosea 1:2 and Hosea 3:1-5) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Is marriage forever? (Read Matthew 22:30) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Is the problem that the Pharisees do not understand the law about divorce or that they do not understand the 

purpose of marriage and what it images? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Notice the phrase “from the beginning” in verse 6. In light of this, do you think Jesus believes what God has said 

about marriage changes from culture to culture? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Who joins two people together?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who can separate them?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Commentary Note: “The legal provision of Moses in Dt. 24 was not intended as a statement of God’s purpose 

for marriage, but as a regrettable but necessary means of limiting the damage when that purpose has already 

been abandoned. It is a provision to deal with human (hardness of heart), not a pointer to the way things ought 

to be. The marriage ethics of the kingdom of God must be based not on a concession to human failure, but on 

the pattern set out in God’s original creation of man and woman.“ (R.T. France, The Gospel of Mark) 

  

https://biblia.com/reference/Dt24
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Day 2: Mark 10:10-12 
1. Read Matthew 5:31-32, Matthew 19:8-9 and Luke 16:18 

o How are these similar or different? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Read 1 Corinthians 7:10-11. Is there a difference between divorce and separation? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read 1 Corinthians 7:12-16 

o What does this verse mean for a believer who is already divorced? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why would marrying someone who has been divorced be considered adultery?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Are they divorced in the eyes of God or are they still married?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. According to all these scriptures, when is a person allowed to divorce in the eyes of God?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o When can they remarry? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Does this mean someone who has remarried should divorce or should they honor their new vows? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Why is reconciliation so important in the Christian life? (Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:18-19, Colossians 1:20-21, 

Romans 12:18, Matthew 5:23-24, Philippians 2:2, Romans 12:10, 1 Peter 1:22 Romans 15:5-7, John 13:34-35) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How do you feel about this passage of scripture? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: There are a lot of opinions about this topic within Christianity in varying degrees of 

strictness. Take some time to research the different arguments, their proposed exceptions, and the Scriptural 

defense of each position. Be particularly aware of if the person is putting forth an argument based on Scripture 

or on their own personal feelings and experience.   
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Day 3: Mark 10:13-16 
1. Why were the children brought to Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Where are children on the social/power scale? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why was Jesus angry with the disciples?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Are there other examples of people trying to keep people away from Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Is there anyone who is not welcome to come to Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What do you think it means that the Kingdom of God belongs to people who are like children?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 4: Mark 10:17-31 
1. What is the purpose of the placement of this story immediately after the one before?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the man’s question?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Do you think he knew who Jesus really was?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why does Jesus say only God is good?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is Jesus good?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is Jesus God? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What do you imagine Jesus’ tone might have been when he said this? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What are the commandments Jesus listed from? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Does this man believe he can earn/work his way to heaven? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How does Jesus feel toward the man? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Does the man feel loved?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What does this tell us about love? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Why did Jesus respond this way? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What is more important to the man: earthly possessions or Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Why does Jesus say it is hard for the rich to enter heaven?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. How does Jesus see wealth?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Verse 27 is often misused by people to say that God will give them whatever they want in this life. Given the 

context of this verse, what is a better understanding of what Jesus was saying?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. What have you given up or not pursued to follow Christ? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. How do we lead people in the Kingdom of God? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: Do a survey of wealth in the Old and New Testaments. Is wealth inherently good or bad? Is 

it safe or dangerous? Is it promised as a reward for believers? As Christians, what should be our attitude toward 

wealth?   
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Day 5: Mark 10:32-34 
1. Where are they walking?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why were the disciples amazed?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What are they amazed at? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why were the people following scared?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Are these the same feeling or different? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why do they feel differently? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

5. How many times has he predicted his death to the disciples?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is different about this prediction?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 6: Mark 10:35-45 
1. What had Jesus just talked to the disciples about? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What are James and John concerned with?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do you think this might have made Jesus feel?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Whose cup will the disciples drink from and whose baptism will they be baptized into in verse 39? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Read Acts 12:1-2. Who is the first apostle to be martyred?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Why doesn’t Jesus have the right to say who sits where? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Do you notice the Markan Sandwich in this section and Day 3? What do you think this might be meant to 

highlight? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. How is the power structure of the world different among those who follow Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 7:  Mark 10:46-52 
1. What is implied by the fact that the blind man is named here? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Are other people who have been healed named? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Bartimaeus say? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Some commentators say this prayer in verses 47 and 48 of “Lord, have mercy” is the most common prayer in the 

Bible. What is mercy? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What do you need mercy for? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Have you prayed this prayer? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How does Bartimaeus react to being called by Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How does he react to being healed? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Do we react the same way to Jesus? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: What does Bartimaeus call Jesus? What significance does this title have for Jews at the 

time? Where else do we see this title in Scripture?   
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Week 7 
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Week 7: Mark 11-12 
Day 1: Mark 11:1-10 

1. Where is the mountain located in relation to Jerusalem? (Outside research required) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why is the Mount of Olives significant? Read Zechariah 14:3-4, Ezekiel 11:23 and Ezekiel 43:1-5 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What kind of a donkey did Jesus specify? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Had anyone ridden it before? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Did Jesus have any trouble riding the donkey? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Do you think Jesus instructed the disciples to steal the colt or did he possibly have it prearranged? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Is the donkey significant? (Read: Zechariah 9:9-10, Genesis 49:10-11, and 1 Kings 1:38-40) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What did the crowds lay on the road ahead of Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What did the people shout? (Read Psalm 118:25-26) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 2: Mark 11:11-19 
1. Skim Mark 11:11-27 This is one huge section of Markan sandwiches with the temple and the fig tree. Read 

through these verses and then make an outline of the sandwiches with these themes. (Clue: there are 5 events) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the central thing highlighted with these sandwiches?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Do you think that Mark is making a correlation between the fig tree’s lack of fruit and the temple?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. According to a number of commentaries, the leaves seen from a distance should have been an indicator that 

there would be fruit, although in this season, the fruit of the fig tree is not considered especially edible.  

o Why would Jesus curse the tree if the fruit wasn’t in season?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Was Jesus being petty or is there something else going on here? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does the fig tree represent? (Read Micah 7:1, Isaiah 28:1-4, Hosea 9:10, Jeremiah 8:13, Jeremiah 24:5, 

Luke 13:6-9) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Did Israel bear the fruit it should have? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o  Did Israel have leaves but no fruit? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Is this the first time Jesus has cleansed the temple? (Read John 2:13-25) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How are these two times similar or different? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why is Jesus angry? (Read Isaiah 56:7-8, Jeremiah 7:8-11) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. The money exchanges and sales would have been done in the outer court, the only place the Gentiles would be 

able to see what happened in the temple. What element does this knowledge add to why Jesus was angry?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What is the significance of Jesus cleansing the temple? (Zechariah 14:21) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. What was the reaction of the scribes? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 3: Mark 11:20-33 
1. How does the fig tree look the next day? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Read this account in Matthew 21:18-22. 

o What is similar and what is different?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is it less miraculous if a tree withers completely in 24 hours or instantly? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Does the timing of this change anything about the account? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why would Mark have waited to mention the fig tree had withered? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is this automatically a contradiction or can the two version be reconciled? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Does Mark 11:24 mean that anything we ask for we will receive? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How does this hold with Matthew 26:39 and 2 Corinthians 12:7-9? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What about when God doesn’t answer our prayers? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Should we take this section as literally true or hyperbolically teaching? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What happens if we withhold forgiveness? (Read Matthew 5:23-24 and 18:21-35) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why is forgiving others such an important thing to God? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Does it matter if we are the wronged or the one who did wrong to another? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Where does Jesus go again the next day? Can you imagine going back after the previous days events? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Who approached him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What did they ask? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What does their dialogue amongst themselves show about the condition of their hearts?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Were they seeking truth or power? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Why are the leaders so concerned about the public opinion of John? (Remember Mark 1:5) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Why must they accept Jesus if they accept John? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Whom did John speak of and whose authority did he underscore?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Is Jesus still concealing his identity to a degree? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 4: Mark 12:1-12 
1. Is there a change of location or time? Who is Jesus speaking to? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does the vine or vineyard symbolize to Israel? (Read Psalm 80:8-18, Isaiah 5:1-2, Isaiah 27:2-6, Jeremiah 

2:21, and Hosea 10:1) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Who is the man who owns the vineyard in this story? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o  Who are the tenants? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Is the vineyard the problem in this story or the tenants? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What kind of crop should Israel be producing? Remember they did not have the Holy Spirit in their hearts at this 

time, as he came after Jesus’ death and resurrection. (Genesis 12:2-3, Exodus 19:5-6, Micah 6:8, Matthew 23:23-

28, Galatians 3:19-26) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Is anyone sent after the Son? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How does this story sound similar to the cursing of the fig tree?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Read Psalm 118:22-28 

o What does a cornerstone do? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How is Jesus the cornerstone?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 5: Mark 12:13-27 
1. Why did they ask this question? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. At this time, this Roman coin (a silver denarius) had the image of Emperor Tiberius on it with the inscription “Son 

of the divine Augustus.” Why would this have been particularly offensive to the Jews? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read Romans 13:1-7 and 1 Peter 2:13-17 

o What is our relationship with the government as Christians?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How does this work in a democracy?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Who did Jesus know would be the ones to kill him in just a little while? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What belongs to “Caesar”?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What belongs to God? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is the main difference between the Sadducees and Pharisees? (Read Acts 23:6-8) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What resurrection are they speaking of? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What mistake does Jesus say they make?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Is marriage forever? When does marriage end?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. The Sadducees were essentially are annihilationists. They believed that when someone dies, their soul dies for 

eternity and there is no afterlife. Does Jesus believe they are correct? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Read Isaiah 26:19 and Daniel 12:2. Do these indicate an afterlife? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What does the New Testament teach about the afterlife? (Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-55, Acts 24:14-15, 

Revelation 20:12-13, Matthew 25:31-32, 1 Thessalonians 4:16) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. What do you believe about the afterlife?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 6: Mark 12:28-34 
1. What is this man’s heart like as he is asking his question? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How is his posture different from the other conversations? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does Jesus answer? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Look at the ten commandments in Exodus 20:1-17. Did Jesus leave any out with this summary?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read Deuteronomy 6:4-5 

o How many times is Lord/God mentioned in the verse 5? (Note: There is much more firm evidence for 

the Trinity in the Old Testament, but this could be an interesting nod to it.) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

o How do you love the Lord in those four areas?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How do you love your neighbor as yourself? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

6. How does the man respond?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What does he put above sacrifice and rituals? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How does Jesus respond?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Do you think this man is an example of how the religious leaders should have responded to Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Were there other religious leaders who responded with this kind of heart to Jesus? (Read Mark 15:43, Acts 5:33-

39, John 7:50-51, and John 19:38-40) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. How does this fit with what Jesus says to the religious leaders in John 5:46-47 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 7: Mark 12:35-44 
1. What did Bartimaeus call Jesus in Mark 10:47?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What do the people mean when they say the Son of David? (Read 2 Samuel 7:12-13) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What question does Jesus pose? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Read Psalm 110:1 

o What does Jesus’ reflection on this passage suggest? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is the Messiah the Lord of David or his son or both? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is Jesus a descendant of David? (Read Matthew 1:20, Luke 1:27, Revelation 22:16) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is Jesus claiming about the identity of the Messiah and therefore himself?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Has this claim been made of Jesus in other places? (Read John 1:1, John 1:15, and John 8:56-59) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Read all of Psalm 110 

o Does this sound like a prediction of a resurrection? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Note: Many Jews of this time didn’t know what to think of this Psalm. Some thought that this Psalm 

means that the body of David was preserved somewhere waiting to be resurrected someday. Others say 

that it was simply wishful thinking on David’s part. 

7. Read Acts 2:22-38 

o Who does Peter say this Psalm is about?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What does it predict? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Look at each thing Jesus says against these teachers in Mark 12:38-40. What is the main issue?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. How does Jesus elevate the poor in verses 41-43? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Does God care more about our money or our heart? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 8: Mark 13-14 
Day 1: Mark 13:1-20 

Note: Days 1 and 2 cover one of the most debated sections of the Gospels among Christians as to the correct 

interpretation. There is disagreement about if Jesus is just speaking of the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD, of just the 

end of the world apocalypse and his second coming, or both. My personal opinion is that it is a combination of both, and I 

will try to show that here. I will also include articles at the end of Day 2’s reading from the different sides of the 

argument, so you can compare the different points for yourself. You can go as deep into this or as shallow as you’d like.  

This is a non-essential issue for salvation, and our role as Christians and security in Christ remains the same regardless of 

if the events of these predictions are imminent or have already taken place.   

1. What do the disciples marvel at? Take a minute to research how incredible this temple was. It would well qualify 

as one of the Wonders of the World if it were still here today. The stones themselves were massive! 

o What does Jesus predict specifically about the stones? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Read Matthew 23:37-39 

o What is Jesus’ emotional state during this time? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Compare and contrast Matthew 24:3, Mark:13:3-4 and Luke 21:7. 

o What is the question the disciples asked in Matthew? Is it two questions or one? How is that different 

from Mark and Luke?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What clue does this give us about the prophecy Jesus gives? It is about one event or many? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Mark 13:5-13, what are the signs that do NOT indicate the events that Jesus is predicting?  

o Have you heard of Christ Consciousness promoted by many new age teachers or the Universal Christ 

promoted by Richard Rohr? Are these possibly examples of many claiming to be Christ? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Have you heard people say that natural disasters are a sign that the world is going to end soon? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

5. What is the abomination that causes desolation in Mark 13:14-20? (Daniel 9:20-27) 

o What does “abomination” usually refer to in the Old Testament? (Deuteronomy 7:25, 17:2-5, 18:9-12, 1 

Kings 11:7) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is this a sign of the end times or of the fall of Jerusalem in 70AD or possibly both? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Could this sign be the same sign in Luke 21:20-24 or is it referring to a different event? (Note: There is 

disagreement on this) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Have greater evils happened in our world since this event? (verse 19) Could this mean this section in Mark (not 

Luke) is meant to be about a future date and not the 70AD destruction of Jerusalem?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question:  

1. Look into the history of what happened in 70AD in connection with this specific prophecy in Luke, particularly 

what Eusibius writes. It’s simply incredible. Were there Christians in Jerusalem during its destruction?  
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Day 2: Mark 13:21-37 
1. Mark 13:21-23 

o Why is this warning repeated here? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is different about the timing? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Are all signs and wonders from God or can they be counterfeit? (See also 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Should we rely on signs and wonders as a sign of God’s power with someone?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

o How does Matthew 24:26-28 say we will know when Christ returns? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

i. Do you know of any religions/cults who have said Christ returned secretly? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Mark 13:24-29: Signs of the Second Coming 

o Are these literal future events, apocalyptic language mirroring Isaiah 13:10-13 regarding 70AD, or both? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Mark 13:30-37: Many skeptics point to verse 30 and say the generation passed so Jesus is a false prophet. What 

do you think? There are a few other possibilities: 

o A word study of the Greek word used here shows the primary meaning of the word to be “clan, race or 

nation.” 

i. Is it possible that the Greek word used here means “Nation” meaning the Jewish people will not 

pass away until these things happen?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

o Another possibility is that Jesus is speaking just of the destruction of Jerusalem with this verse, 

something we know at least John would be alive for, as he died closer to 100AD. Here are some reasons 

this could be true: 

i. Does Jesus know when the end of time will come? (Verse 32) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

ii. Could he have known it would happen before the group standing with him died?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

iii. Could “all these things” refer to the first part of the disciples’ question in Matthew 24:3? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What are our instructions as we wait for Jesus to return? (33-37) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Questions:  

1. Do you know the differences between the premillennial, amillennial and postmillennial views of the second 

coming of Christ? How might this passage be interpreted in those different views? 

2. Compare and contrast Mark 13:1-37, Matthew 24:1-50 and 25:31-46 and Luke 21:5-38. What is similar and what 

is different from the Mark passage. 

Resources: Examples of varying opinions to find for online 

o “The Structure of the Olivet Discourse” by Kenneth Morgan (2008) 
o “What is the Olivet Discourse” on GotQuestions.org 
o “What is the ‘Abomination of Desolation’ on TheGospelCoalition.org  
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Day 3: Mark 14:1-11 
1. Between verses 1-12, what is the Markan Sandwich? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. When were the priests and teachers planning to kill Jesus? Why not during Passover? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Do they fear God or do they fear people? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read John 12:1-11 and Matthew 26:2-13 

o Do we know the name of this woman?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Is this the same story as the one in Luke 7:36-50 or is this a different event? Why or why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Who is mad about the “wasted” money? (John’s account) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o  Do you find that ironic? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What is the significance of the anointing? (Exodus 30:22-33, 1 Samuel 10:1, Psalm 23:5, Mark 16:1, Luke 24:1)  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Does Jesus mean that we don’t need to care for the poor, but just love Him? Or is it about the specific timing of 

this event? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. How is Mary’s reaction to Jesus’ predictions of his death different from the disciples?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. How does Jesus elevate the status of women in this passage compared to how the culture viewed them at the 

time?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. What do the disciples commonly discuss/argue about? (Mark 9:34, Mark 10:35-45) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What was Mary’s concern?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How will Mary be remembered? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Did God cause Judas to betray Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Did God know beforehand that it would happen?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How are those two concepts different? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

13. How long have the religious leaders wanted to kill Jesus? (Mark 3:6) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. Why did the priests need Judas? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research: Compare and Contrast the Mark, John and Matthew accounts. Are they contradictory or can they be 

harmonized? Below is an extra resource to help think through this topic.  

o https://biblescienceguy.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/2010-04-contradiction.pdf 

https://biblescienceguy.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/2010-04-contradiction.pdf
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Day 4: Mark 14:12-31 
Note: Some commentators believe this was actually Mark’s home because of the reference to his home in Acts 12:12. 

1. What is the symbolism of the Passover meal? (Read Exodus 12:26-27) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In verse 18-19, what does Jesus predict? (Psalm 41:9) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How do the disciples react?______________________________________________________________ 

o What does this show us about them? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What Old Testament Scriptures predict the death of the Messiah?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Could Judas have repented in that moment?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Does Jesus say the traditional words of the Passover or something new? (Read The Mishnah, Pesachim 10:1-7, 

extrabiblical Jewish writings) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Do you think the disciples understood the significance of Jesus’ words in the moment or not until later?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Did the bread and wine literally become his body and blood in that moment or is it symbolic language? Why? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

8. What is the significance of taking part in the Lord’s Supper in the Christian life? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Take and eat: Can the gift of Jesus’ sacrifice for us be forced upon us or do we have to choose to accept it?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Read Exodus 24:8. How was the covenant established there? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How will the new covenant be established? (Hebrews 9:22-27, 1 Peter 2:24) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. What do they do before they go to the Mount of Olives?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Read Psalm 115-118. Note: The Passover always ended with singing these Psalms 

o Knowing what Jesus was about to do, what stands out in these Psalms to you? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Could you sing these Psalms before knowing you are going to such a terrible fate? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Read Zechariah 13:7-9. Who does it say strikes the Shepherd?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who does Jesus say will strike the Shepherd? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. What does Jesus predict about Peter?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. What does Peter vow?_________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: What day did the meal occur on and is this a contradiction with John’s account? (Note: A careful 

study of how Jews marked time and days is important to answer this question.) 

Resource: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stqA0Es1y1o&t=253s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stqA0Es1y1o&t=253s
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Day 5: Mark 14:32-42 
1. Who does Jesus take with him? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why did he bring them? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Jesus is about to do the hardest thing he will ever do as a man. How is he feeling?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is Jesus about to do? (Read 2 Corinthians 5:21) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does Jesus pray? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Have you ever prayed a similar prayer? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Does God give us what we want?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What does Jesus pray the second time?  The third time? (Hint: Read Matthew 26:44) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What does this teach us about how we are to pray? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How many times did Jesus find the disciples sleeping? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Where else does Jesus refer to the cup? (Mark 10:38-39) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. “If it were possible.”  

o Is Jesus asking to let humanity be sent to hell or if there’s another way to achieve this salvation?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o If there was another way, would God have done that?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. “Yet not what I will, but what you will.”  

o Does this prayer lack faith or is it full of faith?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Should we pray the same?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Could Jesus have chosen not to be crucified? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Questions:  

1. Mormonism views this scene as when Jesus achieved the atonement for us instead of on the cross (although 

they mean something different by that). Is that view supported by Scripture? Why or why not?  

2.  Read John 17 for a more in depth look at what Jesus prayed on the way to the garden.  
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Day 6: Mark 14:43-65 
1. How did Judas identify Jesus to the crowd of men? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who drew a sword? (Read John 18:10) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What reason did Jesus give for why they arrested him in private?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What happened to the disciples?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What is up with the man who ran away naked? Many commentators have proposed that this was Mark himself, 

but there is not more evidence to support that other than the possibility of Mark owning the home of the Lord’s 

Supper. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Mark leaves out the trial before Annas and the second trial before the Sanhedrin. Does missing information 

equate to a contradiction?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Where was Peter during the trial? (Verse 54)______________________________________________________ 

8. Could they find evidence against Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Did Jesus say he would destroy the temple? (John 2:19)  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Did the testimonies of the witnesses agree?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. What does the High Priest ask Jesus the first time?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is Jesus’ response?________________________________________________________________ 

o Why is that significant? (Isaiah 53:7) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What does the High Priest ask Jesus the second time? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is Jesus’ response?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why is this significant? (Read Exodus 3:14, Psalm 110:1 and Daniel 7:13)  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Does the High Priest understand the claim Jesus is making? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. What does the beating entail? (Read Mark 10:33-34 and Isaiah 50:6) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. In verse 65, why would they ask Jesus to prophesy? (Read Matthew 26:67-68. This is an undesigned coincidence 

and a sign of good eyewitness testimony) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Questions:  

1. Is this a legal trial or an illegal trial?  

2. Why would Mark not identify the person in Mark 14:47, but John would 18:10? Look at the dating of John, John 

21:18-19 and when Peter died. 
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Day 7: Mark 14:66-72 
1. What are each of the times Peter betrays Jesus?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Was Peter with the other disciples or with people who were not following Jesus? (Note: Some commenters 

believe this would be the same group of people that participated in the beating of Jesus because the same 

Greek word is used to describe both groups in 54 and 65.) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why would he deny Jesus?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What does Peter do when he realized he too betrayed Jesus? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What is the difference between Judas and Peter?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Will Peter be restored? (Read Luke 24:34 and John 21) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Could Judas have been restored? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Did Peter grow from this event?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Did he ever betray Jesus again?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How did Peter die? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Read the Parable of the Soils again. (Mark 4:1-20) 

o What soil was Peter before the betrayal? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What soil does Peter become after the resurrection? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What hope does this give us for our own trials and failures? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Week 9 
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Week 9: Mark 15 
Day 1: Mark 15:1-15 

1. Did the Jewish leaders have the legal right to execute Jesus?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why is the charge of calling himself King of the Jews powerful to a Roman prefect?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Think of Roman mythology. Did the Romans believe in one God or many?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why would it not be a big deal to a Roman than Jesus said He was God?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Did Jesus give a clear answer? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Did Jesus respond to the accusations? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How did Pilate feel about this? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. This was the first appearance before Pilate. Luke 23:1-12 gives us information about his appearance before 

Herod as well.  

o Why would Luke include this detail and why would Mark leave it out? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Does this alter the historicity of the crucifixion?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is this a contradiction or just missing information? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Why is the crime of Barabbas ironic in this situation? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

7. Did Pilate believe Jesus was innocent? (Luke 23:14, Mark 15:10) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Was Pilate more concerned with doing what was just or what was a politically good move? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Was this the same crowd of people who had welcomed Jesus a week earlier or is it a different mix of people 

coming into town for the Passover?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Think about this scene for a moment. Who is trying, at least a little, to save Jesus? Who is trying to kill him? Is 

this how it should be?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Why, in the end, did Pilate agree to have Jesus crucified?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. In this instance, Jesus was a substitution for Barabbas for an earthly judgment. Is this the same as taking his 

place for the judgment of sins by God? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Research Question: What is involved in scourging? (Warning: This is very violent)  
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Day 2: Psalm 22:1-21 
Note: People would memorize large sections (or all) of the OT. When someone would say the first line of a Psalm, the 

whole thing would be brought to the memories of those who heard  

1. What is the first line of this Psalm? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the main theme of this section? (verses 3-5) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do the people taunt this person with? (verses 6-8) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is his life poured out like? How does his heart feel? (verse 14) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What has happened to his hands and feet? (verse 16) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What do the onlookers do with his clothes? (verse 18) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What kind of death does this sound like? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Questions:  

1. When was this Psalm written? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. When was crucifixion invented? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. When was Jesus crucified?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 3: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
1. How does this servant look? (52:14, 53:2) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Was he accepted or rejected? (53:3) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What did he carry? (verse 4) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. For whose sins did they think he was punished? (verse 4) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. For whose sins was actually he punished? (verse 5) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Why was he beaten and whipped? (verse 5) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Who laid the sins on him? (verse 6) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Did this person say a word? (verse 7) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Was he justly condemned? (verse 8) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Did he have descendants? (verse 8)  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Where was he buried? (verse 9) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What was his life made as an offering for? (verse 10) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Will he have descendants? (verse 10) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How can that be if he died without any? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. Will he live? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How can that be if he died? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

15. What did this person make possible? (verse 11) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

16. Who is this prophecy about?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17. What did Jesus do for us on the cross? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: Who are the descendants of Abraham? Check out Galatians 3: 6-9 and 26-29. Could verse 10 

in this chapter of Isaiah be referencing this same idea? 

  



 

Clyde 83 

Day 4: Mark 15:16-32 
1. What did they dress Jesus in? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did the strike him with? (Matthew 27:29) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Who was forced to carry Jesus’ cross? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o  Who were his sons? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why is this a significant detail?  (See Romans 16:13) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Where was Mark likely written?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Where was the other Simon: Simon Peter? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Who would be the eyewitness if we didn’t know this detail?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What did they do with his clothes? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o  Where have we seen this prophesied? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How did the thieves on the crosses next to Jesus treat him? (Like 23:39-43) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What did those watching mock him with? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Could they deny that he had saved others? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Could Jesus have saved himself in that moment? (Matthew 26:53) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why didn’t he? (Matthew 26:54) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: How does one die when crucified?  

 

  



84 Clyde 

Day 5: Mark 15:33-41 
1. How long was the land dark for? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is darkness usually associated with in the OT? (Deuteronomy 28:29, Amos 8:9-10. Jeremiah 15:9) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did Jesus say from the cross? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What Psalm is this the first line of?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is the significance of this? (2 Corinthians 5:21, Galatians 3:13) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What else did Jesus cry out? (Luke 23:46, John 19:30, Psalm 22:29-31) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What happened immediately after this?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is the veil? (Exodus 26:31, Hebrews 10:19-20) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What is the significance of the veil tearing?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What did the Centurion recognize?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why is this declaration so incredible? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How do you think this man felt?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Did this man likely mean “Son of God” in the same way Jews would have understood it?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Who was at the cross with Jesus when he died?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why is this a significant detail?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Where were the rest of the disciples?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Questions:  

1. Is there other historical or astrological evidence of a solar eclipse and earthquake (Matthew 27:51) happening at 

this time? 

2. What is the Greek word that Jesus cries out in John 19:30? 

o What does it mean in Greek? 

o When else was it used?  

o Do you think there is a connection between the common use of this word and what Jesus accomplished 

on the cross for us? 
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Day 6: Mark 15:42-47 
1. Who is Joseph of Arimathea? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Would he have been a part of the council that sentenced Jesus to death? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Were tombs a common thing for the people of Jesus’ economic status? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What was this tomb like? (Matthew 27:60) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. How does this fact fulfill prophecy? (Isaiah 53:9) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Did Jews leave bodies out like the Romans did? (Deuteronomy 21:22-23) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Pilate was surprised that he was dead. How do we know he was dead? (John 19:31-36) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Why would they be rushed? (verse 42) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Research Question: Do we have good evidence for the location of this tomb today? 

Resource: Podcast by Capturing Christianity: Episode 25.  An interview of Dr. Calum Miller and Dr. Max Baker-Hytch 

about the historical evidence for the resurrection. This episode focuses on the historical evidence that the tomb was 

actually the one that we commemorate today.  

https://capturingchristianity.com/cc025-the-historical-case-for-the-resurrection-of-jesus-part-3-of-5/ 

 

 

 

 

  

https://capturingchristianity.com/cc025-the-historical-case-for-the-resurrection-of-jesus-part-3-of-5/
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Week 10 



88 Clyde 

Week 10: Mark 16 
Day 1: Mark 16:1-5 

1. Who were the women who went to the tomb? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did they have to wait to anoint Jesus’ body? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Mark writes that the women went to tomb at sunrise. Some see this as a contradiction with John 20:1. What do 

you think? Can these two verses be harmonized or is it a contradiction that challenges the truth of the 

Resurrection? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What were they worried about on the way there? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Did they need to worry about this? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Who was in the tomb?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What reason do we have for thinking this is not an ordinary man, but a supernatural being?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Could one ordinary man have moved the stone?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Do angels always look like supernatural beings? (Hebrews 13:2) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Research Questions: 

1. Was the testimony of women trusted in this day? 

o Why is this such a significant detail to the reliability of the account? 

o Why would Mark include the women as the sole witnesses? 

2. Compare with Matthew 28:3, Luke 24:4 and John 20:12. Are there contradiction or can they be harmonized? 

o Resources:  

i. https://www.gotquestions.org/resurrection-accounts.html 

ii. https://answersingenesis.org/jesus/resurrection/christs-resurrection-four-accounts-one-reality/ 

 

  

https://www.gotquestions.org/resurrection-accounts.html
https://answersingenesis.org/jesus/resurrection/christs-resurrection-four-accounts-one-reality/
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Day 2: Mark 16:6-8 
1. What is the first thing this man says them? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Where is Jesus? Is his body there or gone? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Does this point to a simply spiritual resurrection or a bodily resurrection?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why is that important? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Who specifically does the man tell them to speak with?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Why is that important? (Remember the Inclusio discussed in the Introduction) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Where will Jesus meet them? (Mark 14:27-28) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Did the women speak to anyone? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Does this mean as they ran, terrified back to the disciples or ever? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What reason do we have to believe that they did tell the disciples?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question:  

1. Some Progressive Christians and offshoots of Christianity, such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses, believe that Jesus 

rose spiritually, but not physically.  

o What are the different theological and historical implications of a spiritual resurrection vs a physical 

one?  

o Compare the Scriptural evidence from the resurrection accounts in the Gospels and look for indications 

of a physical or spiritual resurrection.   
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Day 3: Mark 16:8b-20 
Note: This section is generally known to have been added later to the text of Mark, likely by someone who thought that 

the ending of Mark was rather abrupt in verse 8a. Some manuscripts have an extended verse 8, while others add 9-20. 

The earliest and best manuscripts end after 8a.  

Most of the text in this section seems to be taking from the other Gospels. 

a. Verse 9 (John 20:11-17 and Luke 8:2) 

b. Verse 10 (John 20:18) 

c. Verse 11 and 13 (Luke 24:11 and 41) 

d. Verse 12-13 (Luke 24:13-35) 

e. Verse 14 (Luke 24:36-49 and John 20:19-23) 

f. Verse 14b (John 20:24-29) 

g. Verse 15 (Matthew 28:19 and Luke 24:47) 

h. Verse 19 (Luke 24:51) 

1. What verses are not found in other Gospels?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o What problematic things are included in those verses? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How should we treat this section of scripture? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Is it authoritative? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Should we teach from it? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Does this section of Scripture mean we cannot trust the Bible to have been reliably transmitted or does the fact 

that we know it is not original point to the reliability of Scripture? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Research Question: How do we know that the Bible we have is reliable?  

Dig into how the Bible has been transmitted, the manuscript evidence, the total number of variations and the 

total number of variations that could both change the meaning of the text and could have been present in the 

originals. For more information on this, visit www.notatheologian.blog, and search under Apologetics.  

 

  

http://www.notatheologian.blog/


 

Clyde 91 

Day 4: Mark 1-5 
1. Do you notice anything new that you didn’t see before? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Does any section carry more meaning or weight after studying the whole book so intently?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What passage from this section means the most to you?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What passages do you want to dig into more to understand better?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. If you walked through this section of Mark with a new believer, what you would most want them to take away 

from it?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Is there anything in this section that you believed differently about before this study?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 5: Mark 6-10 
1. Do you notice anything new that you didn’t see before? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Does any section carry more meaning or weight after studying the whole book so intently?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What passage from this section means the most to you?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What passages do you want to dig into more to understand better?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. If you walked through this section of Mark with a new believer, what you would most want them to take away 

from it?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Is there anything in this section that you believed differently about before this study?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 6: Mark 11-16 
1. Do you notice anything new that you didn’t see before? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Does any section carry more meaning or weight after studying the whole book so intently?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What passage from this section means the most to you?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What passages do you want to dig into more to understand better?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. If you walked through this section of Mark with a new believer, what you would most want them to take away 

from it?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Is there anything in this section that you believed differently about before this study?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 7: Reflection 
1. What are the three most significant things you will take from this inductive and in-depth study of Mark?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Looking back on what you read, what was your biggest “aha” moment?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Will this study affect how you read other parts of the Bible? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o How? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. If you could summarize this study in one word, what would it be?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Would you recommend this study to another?  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Do you feel like you better understand Jesus and his time on earth as truly man and truly God? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Do you feel better equipped to discuss differences in beliefs with other Christians and non-Christians? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

o Will you?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. If you could summarize the Gospel of Mark in one sentence, what would it be? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Final Words: 

If this study has been helpful for you, please feel free to share it. Below is the link to the entire PDF of the 

study. You are welcome to use this document in your own Bible Studies and church groups free of charge.  

There is no cost to the materials as long as the study is accredited to this blog and my name so readers could 

find other materials if they so choose. I would recommend having the study printed and bound at your local 

print shops for ease of use.  

If you have enjoyed this study or you have any comments/questions, I would love to hear them. Please email me 

at the follow address: 

notatheologianblog@gmail.com 

I hope this has been helpful. If you would like to be updated about more Bible Studies, please follow the blog at 

the following website: https://notatheologian.blog/.  

All glory, honor and praise be to the One who saves.  

In Christ,  

Kayla Clyde 

https://notatheologian.home.blog/
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